
 

Lessons From the Peafowl 

Indian peafowl originated in Southern Asia, 

particularly the Indian subcontinent. The green 

peafowl’s native range extended across Southeast 

Asia to Java, and scientists classify the Africa’s 

Congo peafowl in a separate genus. 

Peafowl, particularly the Indian species, were 

exported around the world. Romans raised peafowl for 

meat, and the practice continued until explorers 

brought the turkey to Europe in the 1500s.  

The term peacock refers to the male bird. The female 

is called a peahen, and birds under one year of age are 

peachicks.  

Peacocks weigh up to 13 pounds and are up to 114 inches long, including their trains. 

Peahens lack the brilliant colors and long tail feathers, allowing them to blend in with 

the surroundings while they care for their young. 

Care for Others 

Instead of building a nest, the peahen scratches a hollow in the ground and lines it with 

sticks. She lays several light green or tan eggs and 

incubates them about four weeks. 

Once the eggs hatch, the peahen takes full responsibility 

for the chicks. She uses her wings to shelter the young, 

and by two weeks of age, the chicks can fly into a tree for 

safety. At two months, the young look like miniatures of their mother. 

Take Your Responsibility 

A peacock grows a train at two years old. Every year 

after that, the train gets longer and more elaborate 

until the peacock is 5 or 6 years old. The more 

impressive the train, the more success he will have 

attracting peahens. 

A peacock uses loud squawks, strutting, and 

impressive tail feathers to convince peahens to join his harem. Peacocks will also fight 

over a female, using the spurs on the backs of their legs. 

Communicate 

Peacocks employ the screaming “may-awe, may-awe” call during breeding season in 

order to attract attention. Peahens use a variety of calls to encourage, call, or warn their 

young.  

Another call is used to alert others when danger approaches. Peafowl use 11 different 

calls to communicate with one another. 
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The Peafowl in Action 

Adjust Your Tone 

The peacock’s brilliant color and display attract admiration, but its “singing voice” 

sounds harsh and discordant to most human ears. Use the right tone of voice for your 

message. 

Reflect Well 

The brilliant blues and greens of a peacock’s feathers are the result of light refracted by 

the cell structure of each feather. Your attitudes and 

actions reflect your character more clearly than your 

words. 

Let Others Grow 

The peahen shelters her young until they can fly to 

safety. By two months of age, the peachicks look like 

miniatures of their mother. The greatest test of 

communication lies in the maturity you inspire. 

Contribute Practically 

The peacock’s tail feathers serve a variety of purposes 

in costume and jewelry. White peacocks are prized 

for their all-white tail feathers. Know how your 

message can benefit others. 

 


